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PROTOCOL – DO NOT RESUSCITATE (DNR) ORDERS
PURPOSE:
To provide a process to honor a patient’s refusal of emergency life support procedures in case of cardiac and/or respiratory arrest for designated patients.
BACKGROUND:
Both Illinois and Wisconsin have particular legal requirements for Prehospital DNR orders.  Those requirements are listed below.
In Wisconsin, Prehospital DNR orders can only come in the form of a bracelet that the patient must be wearing.  Wisconsin chapter HFS 125 states
· Do-Not-Resuscitate bracelet shall meet all of the following requirements
1. Clear standard hospital-type bracelet at least ¾ of an inch in width

2. The bracelet insert form will have the words preprinted in blue “Do Not Resuscitate” and the state seal of Wisconsin

3. In printing size 8 or greater font

· On the left half of the form, the patient’s name, address, date of birth and gender.

· On the right half, the physician’s name, business phone number and original signature

· If a valid DNR bracelets is in place on the patients wrist and is not defaced, do not undertake life support measures.
· The DNR order is invalid only if:

1. The patient revokes the DNR

· Patient expresses desire to health care worker to be resuscitated

· Defaced, burned or cut DNR bracelet

· Patient removing the DNR bracelet or asking someone else to remove it

2. The bracelet is tampered with or removed

3. The patient is known to be pregnant

· A family member or friends request to resuscitate does not supersede the do-not-resuscitate order of a patient wearing a valid DNR bracelet, which the patient has not revoked.
In Illinois, a valid DNR order must be a written document, which has not been revoked, containing at least the following information.
· Name of patient 
· Name and signature of attending physician 
· Effective date 
· The words "Do Not Resuscitate" or “DNR”
· Evidence of consent (any of the following): 
· Signature of patient, or 
· Signature of legal guardian, or 
· Signature of durable power of attorney for health care agent, or
· Signature of surrogate decision-maker 
Revocation of a written DNR order shall be made in one or both of the following ways: 
· The order is physically destroyed or verbally rescinded by the physician who signed the order, or 
· The order is physically destroyed or verbally rescinded by the person who gave written consent to the order.
If the DNR order is valid, resuscitative efforts shall be withheld.  If resuscitation has begun prior to the DNR order being presented, efforts should be withdrawn once the validity of the order is confirmed.
PROCEDURE

1. Identify DNR order (bracelet or form).

2. Confirm patient identity and validity of order.  If DNR order is valid, do not begin resuscitative efforts.  If efforts have already begun prior to confirmation of the DNR order, resuscitative efforts will be withdrawn once the valid DNR order is confirmed.
3. If questions about DNR orders, contact medical control.  Begin resuscitation until questions answered.

4. Unless cardiac or respiratory failure occurs, patients with DNR orders should still be treated the same as other patients.
5. Patients with advanced directives will require contact with medical control to determine that individual’s treatment plan and goals.  It may also require discussion with the patient and/or the patient’s designated health care power of attorney.
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