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PROTOCOL – THORACOSTOMY – NEEDLE 

PURPOSE:
To establish guidelines for performing needle thoracostomy.

POLICY:
To be performed by Flight For Life medical crew trained in this procedure in the unstable patient who has or is suspected to have a tension pneumothorax
.

PROCEDURE:


1. Confirm a patent airway and assess patient for signs and symptoms of tension pneumothorax.

2. Identify the second intercostal space in the midclavicular line on the side of the pneumothorax.

3. Prep the site with betadine.

4. Insert 14 gauge angiocath into second intercostal space directly above the third rib at midclavicular line.  Advance through the chest wall and approximately 5 mm into the pleural space.

5. Stabilize needle and advance plastic catheter to hub.

6. Consider the use of a syringe to aspirate trapped air and further decompress pneumothorax.

7. Catheter is secured in place until chest tube is inserted.

8. May repeat procedure PRN recurrence of tension pneumothorax until chest tube is inserted.
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� Hypotension or difficult breathing/ventilation (&/or cyanosis) with unilateral decreased breath sound, tracheal deviation, or marked SQ air.
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