
Copyright © 2017 American College of Emergency Physicians. All rights reserved. 
 

American College of Emergency Physicians   ●   PO Box 619911   ●   Dallas, TX 75261-9911   ●   972-550-0911   ●   800-798-1822 

 

POLICY 
STATEMENT 

 
 
Approved June 2018 Impact of Climate Change on Public 

Health and Implications for 
Emergency Medicine 

 
 
Originally approved  
June 2018 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Climate change has significant impact on human health, health care systems, 
and public health infrastructure.1,2,3 Human health is impacted by the increased 
frequency and severity of diseases exacerbated by changes in the environment 
and extreme weather events, in addition to the introduction of unprecedented 
pathology and worsening of existing chronic disease. Many of these 
associated health impacts have a direct result in the provision of emergency 
medical care and, therefore, are directly relevant to the practice of emergency 
medicine. 

 
As such, the American College of Emergency Physicians (ACEP) supports 
collaborating with public health agencies and other stakeholders to: 
 
• Raise awareness of the short- and long-term implications of climate 

change in population health and its effect in the practice of emergency 
medicine. 

• Engage in research examining the effects of climate change on human 
health, health care systems, and public health infrastructure. 

• Advocate for policies and practices to mitigate and address the effects of 
climate change on human health, health care systems, and public health 
infrastructure. 

• Expand and improve upon regional surveillance systems of emerging 
diseases related to extreme weather events linked to climate change. 

• Advocate for initiatives to reduce the carbon footprint of emergency 
departments and their affiliated institutions through energy conservation 
and health care waste reduction and/or recycling. 

• Educate patients on appropriate precautions in extreme weather, 
avoidance of exacerbation triggers, early identification of exacerbations, 
and temporizing measures when needed.  
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